
LEGISLATIVE HOTLINE: 1-800-562-6000

CONTACT YOUR 6TH DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES

Dear Friends,

The mostly-remote 2022 legislative session has concluded. We want to thank those of you 
who sent emails, phone calls, and letters over the past few months expressing your opinions 
and thoughts on legislation and other state issues. We appreciate your continued involvement 
as we strive to represent our collective concerns and the priorities and principles of the 6th 
Legislative District.

As you continue to read this report on the 2022 legislative session, please keep in mind that 
while the session is over, we are here to serve you throughout the year. If you need a speaker 
for your civic group, community organization, or church group, please contact us and we’d be 
happy to set something up if we’re available.

As we work toward real, common-sense solutions to state issues, we also seek to earn your 
trust every day. Thank you for allowing us to serve you in the state House of Representatives.

Sincerely,

Rep. Jenny Graham Rep. Mike Volz
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Rep. Jenny Graham
Olympia Office:
435 John L. O’Brien Building 
P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia WA 98504-0600

Phone: 360-786-7962

District Office:
707 W. 7th Ave. Suite 240 
Spokane, WA 99204

Phone: 509-960-5393

Email: jenny.graham@leg.wa.gov

Rep. Graham’s legislative homepage: 
representativejennygraham.com

Committees:
• Civil Rights & Judiciary (assistant ranking Republican)
• Public Safety
• Rules
• State Government & Tribal Relations

Rep. Mike Volz
Olympia Office:
427 John L. O’Brien Building 
P.O. Box 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600

Phone: 360-786-7922

District Office:
827 W. First Ave. Suite 423 
Spokane, WA 99201

Phone: 509-456-2750

Email: mike.volz@leg.wa.gov

Rep. Volz’s legislative homepage:
representativemikevolz.com

Committees:
• State Government & Tribal Relations (ranking Republican)
• Transportation (assistant ranking Republican)
• Capital Budget
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Will taxpayers get any relief from the state’s 
record $15 billion surplus?

The short answer is no. The state is expecting a record $15 billion surplus over the 
next four years and many of us wanted to give some back in the form of tax relief. 

We offered legislation to reduce the property tax, state sales tax, business and 
occupation taxes on small businesses and those industries hit hardest by the 

pandemic. None were accepted. Instead, the majority party spent almost all of it. 
We believe the Legislature missed an excellent opportunity to give some back to 
taxpayers to help struggling families especially at a time of high inflation and 

rising food and fuel costs.

Budget writers also left too little in reserves for the inevitable economic downturn. 
This will result in difficult decisions for future lawmakers who will be forced 

to cut services or raise taxes. We need to be smarter and more efficient 
when dealing with taxpayer dollars, and that includes getting the state 

to live within its means and returning at least a portion of projected 
surpluses to the taxpayers.

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF: AIRWAY HEIGHTS, CHENEY, FAIRCHILD AFB, MEDICAL LAKE, SPOKANE

Long-term care tax and insurance plan
The majority party passed the long-term care 
insurance plan and payroll tax in 2019. We 
voted against the bill at that time, and voters 
across the state subsequently voted against the 
payroll tax in an advisory vote. Despite this, the 
Legislature seemed intent on implementing this 
plan until employers and employees, along with 
media sources, discovered the inequities in this 
plan and its insolvency. Because of loud, vocal 
opposition and because the plan looked to be 
insolvent, the Legislature decided to delay the 
tax collections until next year. We supported 
legislation to repeal and replace the plan, but 
neither bill passed this session. In essence, the 
can was kicked down the road another year.

We continue to believe that if employees want 
long-term care insurance, they can go to the 
open market and purchase the plan that best fits 

their individual needs. The state should not mandate this current tax on your paychecks to pay for a plan that has 
little benefit and is not portable to other states. We'll see what happens next year. This could be an issue that sees a 
lot of attention in the future.
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Policing legislation
Some good news from this session - we were able to fix several of the 
problems created last year by misguided attempts at police reform. 
House Bill 2037 clarifies when an officer can use physical force. 
House Bill 1735 allows an officer to intervene and use force if needed 
for the safety of the person and those around them when the person is 
experiencing a mental health crisis. House Bill 1719 reversed the ban on 
less-than-lethal and other types of ammunition.

However, addressing lawful police pursuits and several other solutions 
that we proposed at the beginning of session with our Safe Washington Plan were not accepted. It is disappointing – and 
dangerous to our communities – that legislation was blocked that would have allowed officers to engage in vehicular 
pursuits when there is a reasonable suspicion a person in the vehicle has committed a criminal offense.

With crime – especially violent crime – continuing to surge, we need to make sure law enforcement has the tools, training, 
and certainty to do their jobs protecting our communities.

Second Amendment bills
At a time of rising violent crime, property theft, and auto theft, we find it tone-deaf that some in the Legislature would want to 
harm your ability to protect yourself, your loved ones, and your property. Despite voting against these two bills, they did pass:

Senate Bill 5078 bans firearms magazines of more than 10 rounds. This new law goes into effect on July 1 and will ban 
the sale, transfer, and import of so-called “high-capacity magazines.” You have until July 1 to purchase or acquire firearms 
magazines over 10 rounds. After that, they are banned.

House Bill 1705 bans hobbyists and gun enthusiasts, many of them current or former military members, from building or 
assembling firearms from various parts. This is a misguided attempt to go after so-called “ghost” guns that can't be traced 
because they don't have serial numbers on certain pieces. Yet it ignores the fact that the majority of ghost guns found at 
crime scenes are firearms that have had their serial numbers filed or acid etched off. This bill bans what has become a 
popular hobby of building personal firearms with legally obtained and therefore legal parts.

The specific rise in violent crime in the Spokane area is alarming. It concerns us that legislation was introduced this session 
to reduce penalties for drive-by-shootings and other violent crime. Theft and property crimes are increasing as drug addicts 
steal to fuel their habits. We want you to know we’re listening to your concerns. We will be taking part in workgroups 
around our region involving local elected officials, law enforcement, and community leaders to find workable solutions at 
the state and local level. The safety of you and your loved ones is paramount. Unfortunately, there are some elected officials 
who are favoring criminals over public safety. This needs to stop.

Reforming Gov. Inslee's emergency powers
A large number of you, from all sides, have contacted us over the past 
two years concerning the extended use of the governor's emergency 
powers. The majority party refused to pass the emergency powers 
reform legislation that we cosponsored, House Bill 1772. Like you, 
we are frustrated that we have been essentially under one-person 
rule for over two years. Nobody wants to deny the governor's 
authority in an emergency, but at some point, your elected 
representatives should vote on extending the mandated results of 
those powers. You are being denied that appropriate representation.



Rep. Jenny Graham 
Rep. Mike Volz

P.O. BOX 40600 
Olympia, WA 98504-0600

SERVING THE COMMUNITIES OF: AIRWAY HEIGHTS, CHENEY, FAIRCHILD AFB, MEDICAL LAKE, SPOKANE

LD6

6th Legislative District • 2022 Session Report

6TH Legislative District 
2022 Session Report

Transportation
Unfortunately, this year's transportation plan was extremely partisan. In past years, transportation spending has always 
shown a measure of bipartisanship. That aspect was sorely lacking this session. Money was focused on electric ferries, bike 
paths, transit, passenger rail, and other projects that may help commuters in Puget Sound but leave many parts of the state 
in the lurch.

In addition, the transportation package harmfully raids 
the Public Works Assistance Account, something that local 
governments use for important infrastructure projects. Their 
plan also raises too many fees:
•  Enhanced driver’s license by 75% (from $24 to $42)
•  State identification card by 75% (from $24 to $42)
•  Vehicle license plates by 400% (from $10 to $50 for an original 

plate, and $10 to $30 for the replacement plate)
•  Motorcycle plates by 400% (from $4 to $20 for a new plate, and $4 to $12 for the replacement plate)
•  New photo for a driver’s license or ID card by 100% (from $10 to $20)

Their plan also does not prioritize preservation and maintenance, continues to ignore needed investments in many parts of 
our state, and creates a “target” that all vehicles sold in Washington with a model year 2030 or later be electric vehicles. For 
these reasons, we voted no.


